
Discovery Bible Study (DBS)
For people who are not yet believers

“Repeated exposure
to the Word of God...
in the context of 
a credible witness.”
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Discovery Bible Study

Choose a passage and read it aloud from two 
translations. Then ask the following questions:

1. What does this story tell me about God?

2. What does this story tell me about people or 
about myself? 

3. If this is God's word for my life, how am I going 
to put it into practice?

4. Who am I going to tell what I’ve learned?

Guidelines for Leading a DBS:

• Let everyone participate
• Let them do most of the talking
• Let the Holy Spirit be the teacher (not you)
• Don’t demand correct answers
• Stay with the Bible
• Avoid all external references
• Watch for changing hearts
• Keep it short (1 hour or less)

“Stories of Hope”

The Outcast Luke 7.36-50
Two Men in the Temple Luke 18.9-17
The Adulterous Woman John 8.1-11
Healing of the Paralytic Mark 2.1-12
Two Births / Nicodemus John 3.1-18
Two Rich Men Luke 18.18-30; 19:1-10
The Good Shepherd John 10.1-30
Woes to the Pharisees Matt 23.1-33
The Prodigal Son Luke 15.11-32
The Samaritan Woman John 4.1-30; 39-42
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Share & Care – Welcome, highs & 
lows of the week, concerns, and prayer

Report – What did you learn last week? 
How did it affect you?  Did you share it?

Praise – Take time to honour God for 
who He is and how He has been at work

Practice – As a group, re-tell the story 
that you just studied, without looking 

Plan – Encourage everyone to share it:
4. Who am I going to tell what I’ve learned?

Pray – Remind the group of God’s 
vision and send them out cheerfully

Cast Vision – Help the group to see 
and know the Father’s Heart

Apply – Apply one thing you learned:
3. If this is God's word for my life, how     
    am I going to put it into practice?

Discover – Read the passage twice, 
then ask the DBS questions:
1. What does this story tell me about God?
2. What does this story tell me about         
     people or about myself? 
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